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Statement of Apology for the Dropping of
the Atomic Bomb on Hiroshima

At the World Peace Memorial Cathedral, Hiroshima
March 10, 2024

Dear all hibakusha and the citizens of Hiroshima,

We are citizens of the United States and members of Pax Christi USA,
a national chapter of the international Catholic peace movement that
continues to call for the elimination of nuclear weapons from the face of
this earth. We have come to the bombed site of Hiroshima to express our
sincere apologies to you (including A-bomb hibakusha from the Korean
Peninsula, etc.) in person, as so indicated in a letter sent August 8, 2023
by several U.S. peace organizations to the Japanese people.

To this day, 78 years after the bombings, the U.S. government has
yet to issue a formal apology for the terrible crime of dropping atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945. As citizens of the
United States, we regret these actions. We have come to Hiroshima to
learn about the horrific facts that happened here and, with deep
remorse, we ask you, your descendants, and the people of your bombed
city for forgiveness and for the beginning of a dialogue toward
reconciliation.

We are saddened by the loss of hundreds of thousands of innocent
lives by the atomic bombings. Our hearts go out to the hibakusha and their
descendants who endured physical and psychological pain with sorrow
and perseverance for the last 78 years. For the sake of the healing of the
human family, we need to hear the testimonies of all hibakusha and
citizens of Hiroshima. Your voices can challenge the violence within
ourselves.

Through open dialogue with you, all hibakusha and citizens of
Hiroshima, we will strive to build a personal and just relationship so that
this mistake will never be repeated. We also vow to pray, speak out, and
act together as good partners in the journey toward the total abolition of
nuclear weapons.

In the Peace of Christ,
Pax Christi Pilgrims of the United States
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